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BITE SIZE KNOW HOW FROM THE ENGLISH COURTS

Alternative dispute resolution

In the context of an expert determination the Court of Appeal has found that an expert was not sole arbiter of his jurisdiction.
Subject to the wording of the contract, the courts will retain power to determine the expert’s jurisdiction, potentially leading to
more challenges to expert’s decisions.

Great Dunmow Estates Limited v Crest Nicholson Operations Limited & Ors

Arbitration

Answering a question on which there had apparently been no previous authority, the English High Court holds that when
deciding whether to refuse enforcement of an arbitration award, there is no meaningful distinction between the suspension of
an award and the suspension of enforcement of the award.

Leidos Inc v The Hellenic Republic

Litigation
English Court of Appeal confirms that a payment on account of costs can be ordered where a Part 36 offer has been accepted,
enabling the receiving party to recover part of their expenditure before embarking on detailed assessment proceedings.

Global Assets Advisory Services Ltd & Anr v Grandlane Developments Limited & Ors

Property

In an important case on the equitable remedy of relief from forfeiture, the Supreme Court holds that possessory rights, falling
short of a proprietary interest in land, will be sufficient. However, extending the equitable jurisdiction to all forms of rights to
use property would undermine the certainty of the law.

The Manchester Ship Canal Company Ltd v Vauxhall Motors Ltd (formerly General Motors UK Ltd)
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http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2019/1683.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Comm/2019/2738.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2019/1764.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKSC/2019/46.html
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DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist international law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide practical, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated entities. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualification in WFW
Affiliated Entities. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifications is open to inspection on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number 0C312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regulation Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The information provided in this publication (the “Information”) is for general and illustrative purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accounting, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Information provided is accurate at the time of publication, no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, timeliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Information and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permitted by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequential loss or damage, including without limitation any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publication or the Information.

This publication constitutes attorney advertising.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP Registered office: 15 Appold Street, London, EC2A 2HB, UK | T:+44 207814 8000 | F:+442078148141/2 2


https://www.wfw.com/people/andrew-ward/
tel:+44 20 7863 8950
mailto:award@wfw.com
https://www.wfw.com/people/rebecca-williams/
tel:+44 203 036 9805
mailto:rwilliams@wfw.com
https://www.wfw.com/people/charles-buss/
tel:+44 20 7814 8072
mailto:cbuss@wfw.com
https://www.wfw.com/people/dev-desai/
tel:+44 20 3314 6308
mailto:ddesai@wfw.com
https://www.wfw.com/people/andrew-hutcheon/
tel:+44 20 7814 8049
mailto:ahutcheon@wfw.com
https://www.wfw.com/people/robert-fidoe/
tel:+44 20 7863 8919
mailto:rfidoe@wfw.com

