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Watson Far ley & Wi l l iams (“WFW”) I ta ly  i s  de l ighted to have achieved a success fu l  dec is ion for  the

I ta l ian Associa t ion of  Consumers  and Producers  of  Renewable Energy (“ACEPER”) ,  as  representa t ive

of  15 photovol ta ic  operators ,  before the Lazio Adminis t ra t ive Regional  Cour t  (“ TAR Lazio”)  in  the i r

c la im agains t  the Ges tore dei  Ser v iz i  Energet ic i  –  GSE S.p.A.  (“GSE”) ,  the I ta l ian government  body

promot ing renewable energy and energy e f f ic iency.

The judgment related to whether the Tremon� Ambiente, a tax relief for operators propor�onal to their environmental

investment commitments set down in Ar�cle 6 of Law n. 388/2000, was cumula�ve with the feed-in tariffs due under the III, IV

and V Conto Energia regula�ons.

In a 22 November 2017 Note, the GSE required renewable energy operators to renounce the Tremon� Ambiente tax relief if they

wished to con�nue to benefit for the feed-in tariff regime outlined in the III, IV and V Conto Energia regula�ons. This was based

on the argument that the tax benefits provided under Tremon� Ambiente were not cumula�ve with those rela�ng to feed-in

tariffs specified in the aforemen�oned Conto Energia regula�ons.

In a decisive victory for our clients, the TAR declared the 22 November 2017 Note to be null and void, the presiding judge

agreeing with WFW’s argument that the Tremon� Ambiente benefits were in no way incompa�ble with operators also benefi�ng

from the feed-in tariff regime.

This is a very important decision with major legal and tax implica�ons for the Italian renewables industry, ensuring operators will

be able to assert their right to enjoy the benefits made available under both and the feed-in tariff regime, and receive

compensa�on for any monies lost due to the requirements of the 22 November 2017 Note.

The WFW Italy team advising ACEPER was led by Dispute Resolu�on Partner Elvezio Santarelli, working closely with Corporate

Partner and WFW Italy Head Eugenio Tranchino. Administra�ve law exper�se was provided by Partner Tiziana Manen� and

Associate Gianluca Di Stefano.

Elvezio commented: “We are delighted to have achieved such a successful result on behalf of our clients. This is an important

legal milestone for the renewables industry that will benefit operators across Italy, thereby ensuring the con�nued expansion of

environmentally friendly energy sources”.
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DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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