
W F W  A D V I S E S  O N
U S $ 1 6 M  S E R I E S  A
F I N A N C I N G  R O U N D  F O R
V O C A L  B I O M A R K E R
T E C H N O L O G Y
16 APRIL 2019 PRESS

Sonde Health Inc. (“Sonde”), a company developing a voice-based technology pla�orm for monitoring and diagnosing mental

and physical medical condi�ons, completed a US$16m Series A financing round, including the issuance of US$6m in shares upon

conversion of debt into equity last week.

Watson Farley & Williams (“WFW”) advised a syndicate led by M Ventures (the corporate venture capital arm of Merck KGaA,

Darmstadt, Germany) and also comprising MP Healthcare Venture Management, Inc. (the corporate venture capital arm of

Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Corpora�on), Neoteny 4, LP, Canepa Healthcare and founder PureTech Health.

Sonde’s proprietary technology is designed to enable a range of consumer devices, such as smartphones and smart speakers, to

provide disease screening and management solu�ons based on acous�c analysis of seconds of voice. Sonde is working to create

seamless universal access to accurate and �mely health informa�on, which has the poten�al to promote wellness and improve

the �ming and selec�on of a range of therapeu�c interven�ons. This approach could help prevent and treat condi�ons ranging

from depression and respiratory diseases to age-related condi�ons.

“One of the oldest tools in our health care arsenal, the thermometer, is arguably s�ll one of the most valuable because of its

simplicity and widespread availability outside the clinical se�ng. Our longstanding vision has been to harness the health

informa�on present in billions of daily voice interac�ons to create a 21st century thermometer, or ‘vocometer’, that provides

broad digital healthcare decision support needed to enable new models of precision and preventa�ve medicine,” said Jim

Harper, co-founder and chief opera�ng officer of Sonde Health. “This financing round and the support of our new long-term

partners allows us to accelerate the development of this ground-breaking technology and help deliver the posi�ve impact it can

have on an individual’s health and the healthcare system”.

“At M Ventures we back excep�onal science and technology entrepreneurs to bring poten�ally disrup�ve ideas to reality,” said

Edward Kliphuis, investment director for new businesses at M Ventures. “Sonde’s best-in-class vocal biomarker technology,

driven by a great founder team, is such a transforma�onal idea, which has the poten�al to posi�vely impact pa�ent outcomes by

fundamentally reimagining how mental and physical condi�ons are currently monitored and managed”.

The cross-border WFW team advising the syndicate was led by Frankfurt Corporate Partner Dr Christoph Naumann and New York

Associate Daniel Berger. New York Partner Steven Hollander advised on the CFIUS-related aspects of the transac�on.
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DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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