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In  th i s  ar t ic le ,  the second in our  “The Fu ture of  EV Charging In f ras t ruc ture:  Spot l igh t  on” ser ies ,  we

provide an over v iew of  the main pieces  of  regula t ion governing the deve lopment  of  EV charging

inf ras t ruc ture in  the Uni ted Kingdom (UK).

UK E -MOBI L I TY:  FA I LURE  TO CHARGE?

Recent months have seen a ra� of changes introduced to the UK’s e-mobility scene,

with changes made to:

the overall policy direc�on, with publica�on of the zero emission vehicle (ZEV)
mandate consulta�on on 28 September 2023;

an announcement of increased government funding available for decarbonising
heavy goods vehicles (“HGVs”) on 19 October 2023; and

approval by Parliament of the new Public Charge Point Regula�ons 2023 on 24
October 2023.

ZEV MANDATE AT  A GLANCE

Three years ago, in June 2020, we wrote about the UK government’s desire to “bring forward its ban on the sale of new petrol,

diesel and hybrid cars in the UK from 2040 to at least 2035”.  That posi�on was confirmed in November 2020, with the

government commi�ng to a ban in two stages:

Stage 1 – the phase-out date for the sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans brought forward to 2030. The term “phase-
out” is key – during the first stage (2030 to 2035), new cars and vans “can be sold if they have the capability to drive a
significant distance with zero emissions (for example, plug-in hybrids or full hybrids)”; and

Stage 2 – all new cars and vans to be fully zero emission at the tailpipe from 2035.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP Registered office: 15 Appold Street, London, EC2A 2HB, UK   |   T: +44 20 7814 8000   |   F: +44 20 7814 8141/2 1

https://www.wfw.com/articles/the-future-of-e-charging-infrastructure-united-kingdom/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-takes-historic-step-towards-net-zero-with-end-of-sale-of-new-petrol-and-diesel-cars-by-2030


" D e c a r b o n i s e  f r e i g h t

v e h i c l e s  v i a  i n v e s t m e n t

i n  ' 4  i n n o v a t i v e  g r e e n

p r o j e c t s  t o  r o l l  o u t  u p

t o  3 7 0  z e r o  e m i s s i o n

H G V s  a n d  h e l p  s e t  r o a d

f r e i g h t  o n  t h e  p a t h

t o w a r d s  n e t  z e r o ,

d r i v i n g  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d

c r e a t i n g  n e w  j o b s ' . "

On 28 September 2023, however, the UK government announced a scaling back of its e-mobility ambi�ons via publica�on of the

Zero emission vehicle (ZEV) mandate consulta�on: Summary of responses and joint government response.  Whilst some may see

this as the e-mobility sector in the UK stalling, the announcement referred to the “Prime Minister’s propor�onate and pragma�c

decision to delay the ban on new diesel and petrol cars from 2030 to 2035”.

The ban will s�ll be implemented in two stages as follows:

Stage 1 – 80% of new cars and 70% of new vans sold in Great Britain to be zero
emission by 2030. This means that cars and vans will s�ll be sold even if they
have no capability to drive with zero emissions (e.g. diesel and petrol fuelled
cars); and

Stage 2 – all new cars and vans to be fully zero emission by 2035.

Whilst the UK previously prided itself on being a leader in the e-mobility field, the

newly ar�culated target “puts the UK in line with other major global economies,

including France, Germany, Sweden and Canada”, according to the government

announcement accompanying the new publica�on.

Where does i t  apply?

The ZEV mandate became applicable in England, Wales and Scotland from January 2024.

Northern Ireland (“NI”) will join the mandate when the Assembly is able to pass the required legisla�on. Un�l that �me, NI will

retain an appropriately scaled version of the exis�ng CO2 emissions regula�on for new cars and vans.

What i s  i t ?

The ZEV mandate creates a scheme that will apply to vehicle manufacturers. They will be given targets for sales of ZEVs and for

CO2 emissions, with tradeable allowances/cer�ficates to be delivered in sa�sfac�on of their obliga�ons.

This is a familiar concept in the energy industry, par�cularly to:

investors and developers of renewable energy genera�on plants who acquire and sell REGOs¹ in the UK or GOOs² in the EU;
and

electricity suppliers who acquire, submit and trade ROCs³ in sa�sfac�on of their own renewable energy targets.

Al lowances

Vehicle manufacturers will be set targets for ZEV sales and CO2 emissions, with allowances as set out in the following table.
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ZEV allowance CO2 emissions allowance

Target An annual target set as a percentage of the

manufacturer’s total annual sales that must be

zero emission.

A baseline target for CO2 emissions based on 2021 data,

which will remain constant out to 2030.

Use of
allowances

For each non-ZEV sold, the manufacturer must

have a ZEV allowance, the unit in which

compliance will be measured. Manufacturers will

receive enough allowances that if they meet their

target, they will not need addi�onal allowances.

Manufacturers must have enough CO2 emissions

allowances so that they have one for every gram CO2/km

that they emit on average fleetwide. Manufacturers will

be awarded enough allowances so that if they meet their

baseline target, they will not require anymore.

Excess
allowances

If a manufacturer sells more ZEVs than their

target, they will have a surplus of allowances they

can sell, bank, or convert their excess allowances.

If a manufacturer beats their target, they can sell or

convert spare allowances.

Failure to
meet
target

If a manufacturer sells fewer ZEVs than their

target, they can buy, borrow, use banked

allowances, or convert CO2 emissions allowances

to meet their obliga�on, or make a final

compliance payment.

If a manufacturer misses their target, they can buy

allowances or convert ZEV allowances into CO2 emissions

allowances to meet their obliga�on or make a final

compliance payment.

DECARBONIS ING HGVS

On 19 October 2023, the UK government announced a £200m investment scheme to be delivered in partnership with Innovate

UK. The zero emission HGV and infrastructure demonstrator programme aims to:

decarbonise freight vehicles via investment in “4 innova�ve green projects to roll out up to 370 zero emission HGVs and help
set road freight on the path towards net zero, driving innova�on and crea�ng new jobs”; and

“deliver around 57 refuelling and electric charging sites, providing the crucial infrastructure to help the haulage sector
decarbonise”.
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The four projects receiving investment are:

eFREIGHT 2030 by Voltempo;

Project Electric Freightway by GRIDSERVE;

Project Zero Emission North (“ZEN”); and

Freight and Hydrogen Aggregated Logis�cs (“HyHAUL”) by Pro�um.

NEW EV CHARGING REGULAT IONS

The dra� Public Charge Point Regula�ons 2023⁴ (the “Regula�ons”) were laid before

parliament on 11 July 2023 and approved by both houses on 24 October 2023⁵. They

were made exercising powers granted under the Automated and Electric Vehicles

Act 2018 and apply across all of the UK.

The Regula�ons are a welcome step forward for the public and aim to make EV

charging infrastructure easier to use and more readily accessible. The government has recognised that uptake of EVs is central to

reaching its net zero commitments, and that enabling the EV transi�on will require the con�nued accelerated rollout of public

charging infrastructure.

As set out in the explanatory notes to the Regula�ons: “While most people do and will con�nue to use private home charging,

public charging is cri�cal for those without off-street parking or on long journeys. DfT official sta�s�cs produced using data from

Zap-Map shows that the provision of public charge points has increased rapidly from 7,211 in 2017 to over 42,250 on 1 May

2023. However, demand for public charging is expected to con�nue to grow rapidly”.

The Regula�ons set out requirements for payments (contactless and roaming), repor�ng, provision of 24-hour staffed help lines,

data accessibility and pricing transparency. Importantly, the Regula�ons also give the government inves�gatory powers, and the

ability to impose civil sanc�ons by way of imposi�on of a prohibi�on on certain operators, or by payment of fines up to a

maximum of £250,000.

If you have ques�ons about any of these new measures, or you think you may be affected by them, please contact the authors or

your usual WFW contact.

Sign up here to receive future updates in this series.

Click here to view the full ar�cle series.

FOOTNOTES
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[1] h�ps://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-and-social-schemes/renewable-energy-guarantees-origin-rego

[2] h�ps://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-and-social-schemes/renewable-energy-guarantees-origin-rego/electricity-

suppliers-and-generators/guarantees-origin-goos

[3] h�ps://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-and-social-schemes/renewables-obliga�on-ro

[4] h�ps://www.legisla�on.gov.uk/ukdsi/2023/9780348249873

[5] h�ps://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-laws-to-make-charging-an-electric-vehicle-easier-and-quicker
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