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Our Ju ly  2023 ar t ic le  Crown Es ta te  implement ing new measures  to  mi t igate r i sks  of  f loat ing wind

projec ts  conf i rmed that  whi l s t  The Crown Es ta te ’s  (“ TCE”)  recent  announcements  prov ided usefu l

fur ther  guidance,  there was more to  come.

In its latest announcement, TCE confirmed it con�nued to engage with a number of developers and wider stakeholders over the

summer months. Following the feedback received, TCE refined its plans for floa�ng wind in the Cel�c Sea and made the

following amendments to its ini�al proposal:

there will now be three project development areas (“PDAs”), as opposed to the
previously proposed four. Each PDA will be of roughly equal size with an an�cipated
capacity of up to 1.5 GW. This means the new prospec�ve capacity for Round 5 will
increase from 4 GW to 4.5 GW, enough to power more than four million homes. The
updated design has allowed TCE to op�mise its use of the seabed, providing
developers with greater flexibility by alloca�ng more developable space to each
PDA; and

bidders will only be able to secure an agreement for lease in respect of one PDA,
crea�ng more opportuni�es for a variety of developers to work together.

TCE also confirmed it is pushing forward with its extensive marine survey

programme, as specially equipped planes took to the skies in late September to gather informa�on on marine life and sea birds

within the Cel�c Sea. As noted in our previous ar�cle, TCE will make the technical specifica�ons from the whole programme of

surveys available to all bidders. However, although the technical specifica�ons will be published, the results of the surveys will

only be released to successful bidders. Whilst this appears to be posi�ve, it remains to be seen whether providing specifica�ons

for surveys, but not the results, will provide sufficient comfort to bidders.

An Informa�on Memorandum is expected to be published before the end of this year ahead of the formal start to the leasing

round.

London Trainee Abi Barre� also contributed to this ar�cle.
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Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.
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