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SECTORS: Mining and Commaodities, Cruise, Digital and E-Infrastructure, Infrastructure,
Containers and Logistics, Oil and Gas, Rail, LNG and Offshore, Power, Commercial

Shipping, Airlines

SERVICES: Joint Ventures and Strategic Alliances, Corporate and Acquisition Finance, EU
and Competition, Mergers and Acquisitions, Financial Services Regulation, Equity
Capital Markets, Regulatory, Structured Finance, Private Equity, Regulatory and

Competition, Restructuring and Insolvency

BIO

JOHN AHERN IS A NON-CONTENTIOUS FINANCIAL SERVICES REGULATORY PARTNER IN THE
FINANCIAL MARKETS & PRODUCTS GROUP.

With more than 30 years of experience in UK, European, and Asian financial markets, John advises banks, multilateral trading
facilities, broker-dealers, asset managers, and investment advisors on regulatory challenges. He offers clients who are active in
the transport, energy and infrastructure sectors deep knowledge of how regulators in different jurisdictions approach
compliance and enforcement issues and helps them operate in compliance with financial regulations, while also maximizing

opportunities.

John's practice focuses on the regulation of banks and other financial institutions by the EU and UK prudential and conduct
regulators. He regularly advises on various EU regulations that were developed in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis,
including MiFID I, the Market Abuse Directive Il, the Payment Services Directive Il, the Capital Requirements Directive, and the
EU’s EMIR regulation in relation to futures and derivatives. He has a particular focus on prudential regulation of banks and

investment firms and frequently advises on the Capital Requirements Regulation and related regulatory measures.

John's practice also involves advice to asset management and private fund clients on AIFMD, custody arrangements, brokerage,
clearing and trading, and payment systems. John also has experience representing individuals in UK Financial Conduct Authority

(FCA) compliance and enforcement matters.

John previously served for eight years as in-house counsel for a global investment bank, and he draws on this understanding of

financial business operations in advising clients.
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EXPERIENCE

Represented a major Asian bank in the establishment of a private wealth business in the UK.

Advised a European proprietary trader on establishing a UK subsidiary and the capital requirements associated with it.

Represented an international banking group in the acquisition of certain assets and liabilities from The Royal Bank of Scotland

relating to its structured retail investor products and equity derivatives business.

Advised a leading UK commercial bank with a corporate governance review project. Provided advice on the bank's compliance

with corporate governance obligations under the Companies Act 2006 and as a PRA- and FCA-regulated entity.

Advised UK commercial banks on the portfolio reconciliation and dispute resolution obligations imposed by EMIR.

EDUCATION MEMBERSHIPS AND
ASSOCIATIONS

1995 - Admitted in England & Wales
1993 - Admitted in the Republic of Ireland Law Society of England & Wales

1986 - National University of Ireland, BCL, Law Law Society of Ireland Pro Bono Program

INSIGHTS

PRESS WFW ADVISES LENDERS ON FINANCING FOR TRIDENT ENERGY’S ENTRY INTO
THE REPUBLIC OF CONGO
www.wfw.com/press/wfw-advises-lenders-on-financing-for-trident-energys-entry-into-the-
republic-of-congo/

AWARD WFW DEAL WINS BEST SUPPORTED FINANCING DEAL OF THE YEAR AT ISHKA
DEAL OF THE YEAR AWARDS

www.wfw.com/awards/wfw-deal-wins-best-supported-financing-deal-of-the-year-at-ishka-
deal-of-the-year-awards/
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ARTICLE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE LONDON LISTING MARKETS: FINANCIAL SERVICES AND
MARKETS ACT 2023 AND CHANGES TO UK FINANCIAL PROMOTION REGIME
www.wfw.com/articles/developments-in-the-london-listing-markets-financial-services-
and-markets-act-2023-and-changes-to-uk-financial-promotion-regime/

PRESS WFW STRENGTHENS REGULATORY PRACTICE WITH NEW FINANCIAL SERVICES
REGULATORY PARTNER HIRE
www.wfw.com/press/wfw-strengthens-regulatory-practice-with-new-financial-services-
regulatory-partner-hire/
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