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Watson Far ley & Wi l l iams (“WFW”) has advised KBS Mari t ime L imi ted,  a jo in t  venture owned by

BAE Sys tem Sur face Ships  (Hold ings)  L imi ted (“BAE”)  and Kel logg Brown & Root  L imi ted (“KBR”) ,

on i t s  acquis i t ion of  “Typhoon 3000”,  a newly cons t ruc ted Sky l i f t  3000 jack-up barge.  KBS

Mari t ime was tasked by the UK Minis t r y  of  Defence (“MOD”) to  procure the jack-up barge for  the

Por tsmouth Naval  Base.

The specialist vessel was constructed in the Netherlands by Skyli� Marine B.V. (“Skyli�”), part of the Ravestein shipbuilding

group. Its purchase was finalised in March 2022 and it was named at an official naming ceremony in Portsmouth on 4 April 2022.

With four moveable legs that extend to the seabed, the jack-up barge’s working pla�orm can be li�ed out of the water to create

a stable pla�orm from which to carry out repairs and li� up machinery. The barge will be a great asset to Portsmouth’s Naval

Base with its arrival meaning that smaller vessels will no longer need to enter the base’s frigate and destroyer docks during

maintenance, freeing up valuable space and speeding up the process of ensuring ships are ready for duty.

As a joint venture, KBS Mari�me combines the exper�se of KBR as a global leader in infrastructure asset management and

services with BAE’s experience and capability within the naval base, delivering ambi�ous, modern and enduring change to the

Portsmouth base and provides world-leading fleet support for the Royal Navy and the UK in the decades ahead.

KBR deliver science, technology and engineering solu�ons to governments and companies around the world.

BAE Systems offer an array of services to support ships and equipment in service around the world including training solu�ons,

maintenance and modernisa�on programmes.

WFW dra�ed the purchase contract with Skyli� and assisted KBS Mari�me with its back-to-back sale to the MOD in addi�on to

various delivery and vessel registra�on formali�es. The firm also assisted KBS Mari�me with post-delivery employment

arrangements for the barge.

The WFW London Assets and Structured Finance team that advised KBS Mari�me was led by Partner Lucy Shtenko assisted by

Associate Philip Chope. Tax advice was provided by Partner Richard Stephens.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP Registered office: 15 Appold Street, London, EC2A 2HB, UK   |   T: +44 20 7814 8000   |   F: +44 20 7814 8141/2 1

https://www.wfw.com/people/lucy-shtenko/
https://www.wfw.com/people/richard-stephens/


Lucy commented: “It was a great pleasure to advise KBS Mari�me on acquiring Typhoon 3000 for the naval base in Portsmouth.

The barge is a vitally important asset for the base and will enhance its industrial and logis�cal capabili�es. This transac�on

highlights WFW’s exper�se in the commercial mari�me space”.
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DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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