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INTRODUCT ION

The loan markets have responded to the rise in ESG investment – investment focussed on or mindful of Environmental, Social

and Governance criteria –  by se�ng out certain principles for par�cipants to engage with the Sustainability Linked Loan

Principles (the “SLLP”) and the Green Loan Principles (the “GLP”). Whilst both these products might fall under ESG as an

umbrella term, it’s worth bearing in mind that they are different products.

The GLPs and the SLLPs were released by the LMA, APLMA and LTSA in 2018 and 2019 respec�vely. As the products have

developed, subsequent guidance highligh�ng the poten�al applica�ons of the GLPs in the context of real estate finance was

issued in 2020. More recently with the rapid rise in the number of sustainability linked loans, the LMA, APLMA and LTSA have

taken �me to reflect on the increase and have published an update to the SLLPs (see below).

ANALYS IS

There is currently no standard form documenta�on for either green loans or sustainability linked loans. Whilst each of the GLPs

and the SLLPS make sugges�ons on where focus should be paid, the absence of any market standard document allows the

par�es to decide if a loan is consistent with the GLPs or SLLPs. The lack of a market standard form may slow down the adop�on

of these types of loans.

Both the GLPs and SLLPs warn of the issue of “green / sustainability washing” where a loan’s green or sustainability features are

exaggerated. The concern here being that such prac�ces will undermine the value of those truly green or sustainability linked

loans.

Though, in many respects, at least within Europe the introduc�on of Regula�on (EU) 2020/852 of the European Parliament and

EU Council which came into force on 12 July 2020 (the “Taxonomy Regula�on”)¹ is intended to clamp down on so called

“greenwashing”.

Whether investors obtain green loans to carry out a green project or a sustainability linked loan to improve their creden�als, the

incen�ves are now more than simply pricing in the financing product and are far more long term.
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"A  g re en  l oan  i s  any
t ype  o f  l oan  made
f o r  t h e  pu rpo s e s  o f
f i nan c i ng  a  ' g re en
p ro j e c t ' . "

Many borrowers and sponsors have had an awareness of ESG, but it has not been a central focus and has o�en been relegated

to the CSR office as something to include in marke�ng publica�ons². But this is beginning to change. In a recent research report

prepared by MSCI ESG Research LLC³ the authors noted that research indicated that companies with be�er-managed ESG risks

tended to enjoy lower costs of capital sugges�ng that the market saw them as less risky.

ESG investment in an efficient or green building for example can allow owners/investors to command a premium, o�en referred

to as the Green Premium⁴, resul�ng in higher rents or asset premiums on sale.

But what happens if owners/investors don’t invest in sustainable improvements /

buildings. Are they likely to suffer a brown discount and what would that look like?

The theory around the brown discount relates to the fact that the value of any

commercial real estate is driven by the present value of the future cashflows, i.e. the

rental income⁵ less costs. Anything impac�ng on the value of those future cashflows

will impact on the value of the building as a whole.

As ‘brown’ buildings face increasing maintenance costs and delayed capital

investment to meet stricter building requirements, they also face reduced demand from premium tenants looking to improve

their green profile and regular tenants who shun the variable and higher u�lity costs. The building owners therefore have to

reduce their rents to en�ce tenants⁶ which leads to a reduc�on in the value of the asset as a whole.

The use of green loans and sustainably linked loans can help real estate investors with long term horizons achieve their

objec�ves sustainably.

WHAT IS A GREEN LOAN?

A green loan is any type of loan made for the purposes of financing a ‘green project’. The defini�on of ‘green project’ is

deliberately wide and includes, but is not limited to, projects focussed on renewable energy, energy efficiency, pollu�on

preven�on and control, sustainable management of natural resources, biodiversity conversa�on, sustainable water

management, clean transport, or building green buildings.

Whatever the green project, the central tenet is that there must be a clear environmental benefit. The GLPs provide a

framework of four central components:

1. Use of Proceeds

The proceeds of a green loan must be applied towards a green project as referred to above. In the context of real estate, an

example would be for the proceeds to be applied to build an environmentally friendly building.

2. Process for Project Evalua�on and Selec�on

Borrowers must communicate their sustainability objec�ves to their lenders and show how the green project aligns with such

a strategy.
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3. Management of proceeds

The proceeds of a green loan should be credited to a dedicated bank account or otherwise tracked by the borrower so as to

maintain transparency and promote the integrity of the green loan. As part of maintaining transparency, borrowers are

encouraged to establish an internal governance process to track the proceeds of a green loan.

4. Repor�ng

Borrowers are required to provide updates at least annually to their lenders on the use of the proceeds of a green loan. The

repor�ng should use both qualita�ve and quan�ta�ve metrics.

WHAT ARE SUSTAINABLY LINKED LOAN PRINCIPLES?

In contrast to green loans as discussed above, the use of proceeds is not the dis�nguishing feature. A sustainability linked

loan incen�vises a borrower to improve their sustainability profile over the term of the loan. Borrowers enjoy a reduced

margin for achieving pre-agreed ESG-related KPIs.

In March 2019, the LMA, APLMA and LTSA launched the SLLPs with an accompanying guidance note. This provided a

framework for sustainability linked loans and was designed to promote the development and integrity of the product. They

are based around the following core components:

• Selec�on of KPIs;

• Calibra�on of sustainability performance targets;

• Loan characteris�cs;

• Repor�ng; and

• Verifica�on.

In May 2021, the LMA, APLMA and LTSA issued updated guidance refining and �ghtening the core components and aligning

them with the Interna�onal Capital Market Associa�on’s sustainability linked bond principles.

If you would like to discuss any of the above or the implica�ons in the context of real estate finance transac�ons, please contact

Richard Hughes or Alexander Collis.
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