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B ITE  S IZE  KNOW HOW FROM THE ENGL ISH COURTS

Contempt

In two recent cases concerning contempt proceedings, the English courts have made

clear that such proceedings should only be pursued for legi�mate ends, and should

not generally be brought for purely technical breaches.  However, in the face of

mul�ple flagrant breaches of court orders, the Court of Appeal has accepted that it

may not always be appropriate to give credit for late admissions when assessing the

appropriate sentence to impose.

Pharmagona Limited v Taheri & Anr and Su v Lakatamia Shipping Co Ltd & Ors

Court orders

The Court of Appeal has emphasised the importance of clarity when dra�ing court

orders, no�ng that where an unless order imposes a �me limit for doing an act, the

last date for compliance should, wherever prac�cable, be expressed as a calendar date including both the date and �me for

compliance, or should alterna�vely define the period for compliance by reference to the date of service of the order.

Poule Securi�es Limited v Howe & Ors

Privilege

Providing a reminder of the dangers of showing confiden�al documents to the wrong person, the High Court has held that

privilege in a dra� witness statement was waived as it had been shown to the opponent’s barrister prior to an earlier hearing.

Axnoller Events Limited v Brake & Anr

Se�lement

In a helpful case concerning the enforcement of se�lement terms, the High Court has indicated that in most cases the terms

embodied in a Tomlin Order which provides for a qualified stay and liberty to apply may be enforced in the original ac�on, even

if the terms of se�lement go beyond the ambit of the original dispute.

Trebisol Sud Ouest SAS & Anr v Berkley Finance Limited & Ors
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http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Ch/2021/2537.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Comm/2021/1355.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2021/1373.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Ch/2021/2539.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/QB/2021/2494.html


Should you wish to discuss any of these cases in further detail, please speak with a member of our London dispute resolu�on

team below, or your regular contact at Watson Farley & Williams:

Robert Fidoe Rebecca Williams

Ryland Ash Charles Buss

Nikki Chu Dev Desai

Sarah Ellington Andrew Hutcheon

Alexis Mar�nez Theresa Mohammed

Tim Murray Mike Phillips

K E Y  C O N TA C T S

ANDREW WARD
PARTNER LONDON
T: +44 20 7863 8950
award@wfw.com

REBECCA WILL IAMS
PARTNER LONDON

T: +44 203 036 9805

rwill iams@wfw.com

DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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