
W F W  J O I N S  G R E E N E R
L I T I G AT I O N  I N I T I AT I V E
2 AUGUST 2021 PRESS

Watson Far ley & Wi l l iams (“WFW”) i s  proud to announce that  the f i rm has jo ined fe l low law f i rms,

barr i s ters ’  chambers  and o ther  d isputes  profess ionals  in  s igning the ‘Greener  L i t igat ion P ledge’

( the “P ledge”) ,  an in i t ia t ive which aims to reduce the envi ronmenta l  impact  o f  d ispute reso lu t ion

prac t ices  across  the UK.

The Pledge has its origins in the Civil Jus�ce Council’s (CJC) 2020 Rapid Consulta�on Report on the effects of Covid-19 measures

on the civil jus�ce system, which iden�fied the “impact of remote hearings on carbon emissions” as one of just seven urgent

priori�es for evalua�on.

This prompted a group of like-minded leading li�ga�on prac�ces, led by Mishcon de Reya, to get together to develop the Pledge,

with a mission statement se�ng out prac�cal changes to help li�gators commit to and achieve net zero emissions.

The Pledge’s immediate goal is to change the way in which dispute resolu�on prac��oners operate so as to reduce the carbon

footprint of court disputes to restrict global warming to 1.5°C as set out in the 2015 Paris Agreement. Longer term, it aims to act

as a catalyst for embedding meaningful and permanent changes into li�ga�on prac�ces to reduce climate and other

environmental impacts more broadly.

WFW London Dispute Resolu�on Co-Head Rebecca Williams commented: “Signing up to the Greener Li�ga�on Pledge was really

a no-brainer for the firm. We are proud to be early signatories to this ini�a�ve, which aligns perfectly with WFW’s commitment

to promo�ng sustainability and ESG principles. This commitment is demonstrated by our role in helping develop the  mari�me

industry-wide Poseidon Principles to support the IMO’s goal to reduce shipping’s total annual greenhouse gas emissions by at

least 50% by 2050, and the Avia�on Working Group (AWG) on their industry-wide ESG principles, as well as helping our clients

generally with their ESG campaigns”.

WFW London Dispute Resolu�on Co-Head Andrew Ward concurred, adding: ““The firm has already implemented the majority of

the Pledge’s measures and we have long been enthusias�c adopters of e-bundles and e-disclosure. I even had the privilege of

leading on one of the first semi remote arbitra�ons held in February 2020 as a result of Covid-19, which replaced paper and air

miles with technology. The advance in legal tech means that current and future genera�ons of disputes lawyers will no longer

have to manually compile hundreds of files of paper trial bundles. That is surely something that no client (or lawyer) will miss, in

addi�on to being a great boon to promo�ng sustainability”.
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DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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