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Watson Far ley and Wi l l iams (“WFW”) – together  wi th  Nor ton Rose Fu lbr ight  (“NRF”)  –  has advised

the German Federa l  Minis t r y  of  Transpor t  and Digi ta l  In f ras t ruc ture (“BMVI”)  as  contrac t ing

author i ty  regarding the 30-year PPP contrac t  for  the B247 projec t  wi th  a projec t  vo lume of  severa l

hundred mi l l ion euros.  Fo l lowing severa l  PPP projec ts  in  the motor way sec tor,  th i s  i s  Germany’s

f i r s t  ever  PPP projec t  for  a federa l  h ighway (bundess t rasse) ,  wi th  cons t ruc t ion beginning in  autumn

2021.

The 24km B247 highway represents a major expansion and improvement of the road network in Germany’s east-central

Thuringia region, linking the ci�es of Mühlhausen and Bad Langensalza. The project also includes the construc�on of two new

bypasses at Mühlhausen/Höngeda and Großengo�ern/Schönstedt and guarantees the future electrifica�on of the single-track

Gotha-Leinefelde rail line, a priority in Germany’s Federal Transport Infrastructure Plan.

The B247 contract was designed on an availability model, meaning the contractor’s remunera�on is dependent on the extent

and quality of the highway available to motorists, thereby providing the former with a strong incen�ve to ensure first rate

construc�on and unimpeded traffic flow when opera�onal. The contract was awarded to Via Mühlhausen GmbH & Co.KG

following an EU-wide tender process and also includes responsibility for the par�al opera�on, maintenance and financing of the

highway.

BMVI is responsible for all aspects of German transport infrastructure at a federal level including road, rail, waterway and

avia�on policy as well as the na�onwide roll-out of digital infrastructure. Improving mobility and traffic safety in order to create

more liveable ci�es throughout Germany is its key goal.

The WFW Germany Infrastructure team that advised BMVI was led by Munich Partner Dr Chris�an Bauer, supported by

Associate Katrin Gerceker. A leading infrastructure expert, Chris�an previously advised BMVI on the award process and financial

close of the A3 PPP project to expand the A3 motorway between AK Biebelried and AK Fürth/Erlangen, then the largest PPP

project to date in Germany.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP Registered office: 15 Appold Street, London, EC2A 2HB, UK   |   T: +44 20 7814 8000   |   F: +44 20 7814 8141/2 1

https://www.wfw.com/people/christian-bauer/
https://www.wfw.com/press/wfw-jointly-advises-on-german-a3-ppp-project-with-nrf-and-investitionsbank-schleswig-holstein/


Chris�an commented: “I’m delighted that we were able to assist BMVI on this ground-breaking project, which will significantly

enhance the transport network and infrastructure in Thuringia. We managed to complete the procurement process on �me,

addressing challenges resul�ng from the current COVID-19 pandemic with appropriate measures. This is the second major road

PPP project we’ve advised BMVI on, testament to WFW’s growing reputa�on as a ‘go to’ law firm for big �cket infrastructure

work in Germany and the success of our RBT (Roads, Bridges and Tunnels) campaign”.
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Disclaimer

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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