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Watson Far ley & Wi l l iams LLP (“WFW”) has success fu l ly  defended Bangchak Corporat ion Publ ic

Company L imi ted (“BCP”)  and secured a v ic tor y for  them in a mul t i -mi l l ion US dol lar  c la im brought

agains t  them in the Thai  Cour ts  by a d is t r ibu tor  of  BCP’s  lubr icant  products .  The long-running case

was eventual ly  dec ided in BCP’s  favour af ter  a lmos t  f ive  years .

BCP, a leading manufacturer of refinery petroleum products, is listed on the Thai Stock Exchange. In 2016, two separate claims

were brought against it by one of the distributors of its lubricant products, alleging that BCP was in breach of its distribu�on

agreement. The two claims were later consolidated into a single proceeding in the aggregate sum of approximately US$25m.

In this case, the cri�cal issue turned on whether BCP was in breach of its obliga�ons under each of the distribu�on agreements

entered into with the claimants when the sale of BCP lubricant products fell through a�er the poten�al buyer agreed to

purchase BCP lubricant products from an alterna�ve legi�mate distributor. BCP prevailed in the Court of First Instance. However,

this favourable judgment was subsequently overturned by the Thai Court of Appeal.

Since 2015, filing of an appeal against the judgment of the Court of Appeal to the Supreme Court, the highest-�er court in

Thailand, is subject to a permission from the Supreme Court. Obtaining leave to appeal was in itself a procedural hurdle that BCP

had to overcome. Not only did WFW successfully obtain leave from the Supreme Court to file an appeal against the judgment of

the Court of Appeal, it also eventually obtained a favourable judgment in early February 2021 which dismissed all claims made

against BCP in their en�rety. The final judgment of the Supreme Court has established a legally sound and commercially viable

precedent for petroleum industry par�cipants.

The WFW Bangkok team that represented BCP was led by Dispute Resolu�on Partner Ra�hakarn Boonnua, supported by

Associates Rachapol Sirikulchit and Molthida Songcharoen.

Ra�hakarn commented: “We are delighted to have achieved this successful result for BCP, especially given that the Supreme

Court’s decision appears to have set an important precedent for Thai petroleum industry prac�ces”.

Jaran Thamma from Legal Department at BCP said: “We are very pleased to cooperate with your team and thankful for your

assistance, especially taking care of proceedings in the courts and helping our company to achieve favorable outcome in this

case”.
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DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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