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Watson Farley & Williams (“WFW”) was delighted to recently co-host a seminar and networking lunch exploring investment

opportuni�es in East Africa.  The event, which was organised in conjunc�on with the London Chamber of Commerce’s Asian

Business Associa�on and GBS Africa, considered the geo-poli�cal and economic situa�on in the region, and was a�ended by a

wide range of guests, including the Ambassadors for the Republic of Uganda, HE Julius Peter Moto, the Republic of Rwanda, HE

Yamina Karitanyi, the Republic of Sudan, HE Mohammed Abdalla Ali Eltom, and the Ac�ng High Commissioner to the UK of the

Republic of Kenya, Mrs Grace Cerere.

The debate commenced with an introduc�on by Tony Matharu, Managing Director of Grange Hotels and Chairman of the Asian

Business Associa�on Commi�ee, which focussed on iden�fying the tangible opportuni�es and challenges to inves�ng in East

Africa.  WFW’s Heike Trischmann then chaired a panel which featured Agnes Gitau of GBS Africa, Ma� Robinson of Moody’s

Investors Service and Keni Kariuki of the School for Oriental and African Studies.

Discussion ranged from the current poli�cal environment and poten�al for uncertainty and unpredictability, through to the ways

in which different countries are classified by the ra�ngs agencies, and the challenges in terms of agriculture and food security. 

The event enabled the states and poten�al investors to start a conversa�on and the overwhelming message was that while there

are s�ll some complexi�es in inves�ng in East Africa, the posi�on is one which is improving and the region is certainly open for

business. The event was followed by networking over a buffet lunch.

WFW partner Dev Desai, who sponsored the event, said “this was a really great ini�a�ve and we were pleased to be able to get

involved.  The firm has a long history in Africa, advising lenders, governments, investors, developers and trade players in a wide

variety of transac�ons and disputes, and this event was an ideal opportunity to assist such market par�cipants in building their

knowledge base and developing rela�onships”.
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Disclaimer

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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