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B ITE  S IZE  KNOW HOW FROM THE ENGL ISH COURTS

We appreciate that our clients, partners and friends are currently facing unprecedented challenges as a result of the spread of

the COVID-19 virus. Click here for a message from our Managing Partners, and here for all of our latest updates and ar�cles on

the subject. If you have any ques�ons or require support, please do not hesitate to speak to your usual contact at WFW.

Agency

In a decision arising out of the sale of a pain�ng thought by some to be the work of

famous Dutch Golden Age painter Frans Hals, the Court of Appeal has rejected

arguments that authori�es on sub-agency applied, holding instead that pursuant to

the normal principles of agency rela�ng to an unnamed principal, privity of contract

existed between the par�es.

Sotheby’s v Mark Weiss Ltd & Ors

Arbitra�on

In a significant and long awaited judgment, the Supreme Court has upheld a decision

that an arbitrator’s failure to disclose his appointment in poten�ally overlapping

arbitra�ons did not give rise to an appearance of bias, although a failure by an

arbitrator to disclose relevant ma�ers will be a factor for the fair-minded and

informed observer to take into account in assessing whether there is a real

possibility of bias.  Read more about the decision in our ar�cle, here.

Halliburton Company v Chubb Bermuda Insurance Ltd (formerly known as Ace

Bermuda Insurance Ltd)

Arbitra�on

In a rare case of a successful challenge to an arbitra�on award under sec�on 68 Arbitra�on Act 1996, the English court has set

aside parts of an arbitra�on award where the tribunal assessed damages without giving the par�es the opportunity to adduce

evidence or advance submissions on what damages could be recoverable for the breaches proved.

The Republic of Kazakhstan v World Wide Minerals Ltd & Anr
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https://www.wfw.com/articles/covid-19-message-of-support/
https://www.wfw.com/insights/?_sft_post_tag=coronavirus#insights_topics
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2020/1570.html
https://www.wfw.com/articles/ethics-in-international-arbitration-challenging-an-arbitrators-appointment-in-english-law/
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKSC/2020/48.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Comm/2020/3068.html


Contempt

Notwithstanding the fact that defendants had a strong prima facie case that a claimant had falsified evidence and made a

deliberately false statement of truth in her Reply, the High Court has refused to give permission to make a contempt applica�on

before trial in a case involving rights to sell a work by Pablo Picasso, holding that it would be premature and a distor�on of the

normal trial process.

Cole v Carpenter & Ors

Experts

The High Court has emphasised that where expert evidence is not necessary to resolve an issue, permission to adduce such

evidence will only be given if it is reasonably required.  In this ma�er the costs of admi�ng the evidence, as well as the fact that

the proposed issues were not technical issues, meant permission was refused.

Davies v Ford & Ors

Foreign law

In further support for the presump�on or default rule that, in the absence of sa�sfactory evidence of foreign law, the court will

apply English law, the Commercial Court has held that the costs of a claimant amending its Par�culars to plead foreign law in

response to the defendants pleading of foreign law should be costs in the case.

Suppipat & Ors v Narongdej & Ors

Se�lement

The Commercial Court has given judgment pursuant to the terms of a Tomlin Order, holding that the claimants’ en�tlement to

seek judgment a�er a certain date was not condi�onal on it using reasonable endeavours to reach a full and final se�lement of

its claims against the defendant by that date.

NIHL Limited & Anr v Infinite Limited (in liquida�on) & Ors

Should you wish to discuss any of these cases in further detail, please speak with a member of our London dispute resolu�on

team below, or your regular contact at Watson Farley & Williams:

Andrew Ward

Rebecca Williams

Charles Buss

Dev Desai

Andrew Hutcheon

Robert Fidoe

Thomas Ross

Marcus Dodds

Ryland Ash 

Watson Farley & Williams LLP Registered office: 15 Appold Street, London, EC2A 2HB, UK   |   T: +44 20 7814 8000   |   F: +44 20 7814 8141/2 2

https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Ch/2020/3155.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Ch/2020/3063.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Comm/2020/3191.html
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Comm/2020/3136.html
https://www.wfw.com/people/andrew-ward/
https://www.wfw.com/people/rebecca-williams/
https://www.wfw.com/people/charles-buss/
https://www.wfw.com/people/dev-desai/
https://www.wfw.com/people/andrew-hutcheon/
https://www.wfw.com/people/robert-fidoe/
https://www.wfw.com/people/thomas-ross/
https://www.wfw.com/people/marcus-dodds/
https://www.wfw.com/people/ryland-ash/


K E Y  C O N TA C T S

ANDREW WARD
PARTNER LONDON
T: +44 20 7863 8950
award@wfw.com

REBECCA WILL IAMS
PARTNER LONDON

T: +44 203 036 9805

rwill iams@wfw.com

DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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