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On 16 Ju ly  2020, Law Decree No.  76/2020, known as the “Simpl i f ica t ion Decree” contain ing

“Urgent  Measures  for  S impl i f ica t ion and Digi ta l  Innovat ion” was publ i shed in  the Of f ic ia l  Gazet te .

Pursuant  to  Ar t ic le  77 of  the Cons t i tu t ion,  the S impl i f ica t ion Decree mus t  be conver ted in to law

wi th in 60 days of  i t s  publ ica t ion in  the Of f ic ia l  Gazet te  or  i t  wi l l  become inef fec t ive.  Dur ing the

convers ion phase,  the tex t  may be subjec t  to  amendments .

The Simplifica�on Decree aims to simplify administra�ve procedures, eliminate and

speed up bureaucra�c processes, digitalise public administra�on and support the

green economy and general business ac�vity. It also sets out requirements for the

construc�on of charging points and sta�ons for electric vehicles, introducing a

strong package of provisions (art. 57 of Simplifica�on Decree) to encourage the

development of the infrastructure network and simplify the related authorisa�on

procedures now governed by the Highway Code (i.e. Legisla�ve Decree no. 285/1992

– Codice della Strada) and previously subject to the SCIA (cer�fied declara�on of

start of works – Segnalazione Cer�ficata Inizio A�vità pursuant to DPR 380/2001)

regime.

It should be noted that the effec�ve implementa�on of the provisions of art. 57 of

the Simplifica�on Decree remains subject to a series of implemen�ng acts to be

issued by individual municipali�es and ARERA (the Italian Regulatory Authority for Energy and Environment), as well as the

adop�on of regula�ons containing the necessary supplementary and amending provisions of the Regula�ons for the

implementa�on and enforcement of the Highway Code (i.e. DPR 495/1992).

The key points of the provision at issue are as follows:

By means of their own measures, municipali�es are called upon to regulate, within six months from the date of entry into
force of the Simplifica�on Decree, the installa�on and management of public access charging infrastructures, establishing the
loca�on and quan�fica�on of the la�er (in line with their own planning regula�ons). This is in order to guarantee an
adequate number of stalls to serve the demand and the objec�ves of progressive renewal of the circula�ng vehicle fleet,
providing, where possible, for the installa�on of at least one charging point per 1,000 inhabitants;
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Municipali�es may provide for the reduc�on of or exemp�on from the fee for occupying public land and the tax for
occupying public spaces and areas for charging points, if the la�er supply energy from cer�fied renewable energy sources. It
also specifies that the public land charge should be calculated on the space occupied by the charging infrastructure without
taking into account car parking spaces that will remain available to the public;

The authorisa�on procedures provided for by 95 of Legisla�ve Decree no. 253/2003 (rela�ng to electromagne�c interference
and different types of cables) will be replaced by a specific declara�on;

No later than 180 days a�er the Simplifica�on Decree enters into force, ARERA must agree tariffs for the supply of electricity
for the charging of vehicles in order to encourage the use of e-mobility and ensure that the cost of electricity does not
exceed that provided for domes�c residen�al customers;

No later than 90 days a�er the Simplifica�on Decree enters into force, regula�ons must be issued to supplement and amend
the regula�ons for the implementa�on and enforcement of the Highway Code (i.e. DPR 495/1992), in accordance with the
provisions of art. 57 of the Simplifica�on Decree; and

The repeal of (i) ar�cle 23, paragraphs 2-bis and 2-ter of Legisla�ve Decree no. 5/2012, i.e. the provisions that provided that
the construc�on of electric vehicle charging infrastructure was subject to the authorisa�on regime of the SCIA, and (ii) the
Ministerial Decree (Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport) of 3 August 2017 which iden�fied the declara�ons,
cer�fica�ons, affidavits, as well as the technical documents to be submi�ed in support of the SCIA for the construc�on of
electric vehicle charging infrastructure.

These new provisions in the Simplifica�on Decree on charging points and sta�ons for

electric vehicles are certainly welcome. However, in order to fully assess their

effec�veness and poten�al, it will be necessary to await both the outcome of the

conversion into law procedure and – above all – the issuing of implemen�ng decrees

and regula�ons provided for by art. 57 of the Simplifica�on Decree.

Finally, it should be noted that the procedural simplifica�ons introduced in rela�on

to the construc�on of charging sta�ons are in line with the provisions issued to

encourage the purchase of electric vehicles (so-called ecobonus), as well as the

installa�on of electric vehicle charging sta�ons (ar�cles 44 and 119 of the “Relaunch

Decree” – i.e. Law Decree No. 34 of 19 May 2020, converted into Law no. 77 of 17

July 2020) and, in general, with the increasing emphasis that is given to the

development of electric mobility as a response to environmental issues and climate change.

To read more on the future of e-charging infrastructure in Italy, click here.

You can also read our en�re series on this topic, covering several other jurisdic�ons in in Europe, including France, Germany,

Greece, Spain and the UK, here.
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DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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