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The suspens ion of  cour t  operat ions throughout  Greece has been ex tended to 15 May 2020 by v i r tue

of  Jo in t  Minis ter ia l  Decis ion no.26804/2020 (Government  Gazet te  Β ’  1588/25.04.2020).

However, by virtue of said Joint Ministerial Decision and also given the posi�ve

results of the measures taken so far to limit the spread of the pandemic to date,

further exemp�ons to the  suspension of court opera�ons were agreed, so that a

wider range of judicial procedures and ac�ons are to be allowed as of 28 April

2020.   Said  developments, in conjunc�on with the reopening of land registries, aim

to enable, even par�ally, vital economic ac�vi�es to start up again.

In par�cular, the following should be noted:

A) All hearings before the civil courts are adjourned un�l 15 May 2020, but as of 28

April 2020 onwards: (i) the hearing of injunc�ve relief applica�ons seeking

the registra�on or cancella�on or modifica�on of mortgage pre-nota�ons,

a�achment and/or arrest of movable and immovable assets, judicial

custody/sequestra�on, sealing, unsealing, inventorying, payments into court and

European Account Preserva�on Orders and the revoca�ons thereof, are all allowed.

Moreover, certain procedures and in par�cular (ii) applica�ons for provisional orders issued by a Judge–in–Chambers, are s�ll

exempted from the suspension of court opera�ons, provided they can be heard in the absence of the other li�ga�ng party and

subject to the approval of the competent Duty Judge, who considers the nature and degree of urgency of ma�ers on a case by

case basis.

Finally, for said �me period (a) deadlines regarding court ac�ons (such as filing of lawsuits, submission of legal pleadings, etc.)

also remain suspended along with (b) statutory limits on any rights expiring within the above period and (c) all ac�ons associated

with enforcement proceedings.
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B) All hearings before the criminal courts are adjourned un�l 15 May 2020 with the following excep�ons: (i) hearings of in

flagrante delicto misdemeanors, (ii) the drawing out of jury members for jury courts and jury appeal courts, (iii) the trial of

crimes for temporary detainees in cases where the maximum limit of temporary deten�on is approaching and (iv) criminal trials

involving crimes which are in danger of being statute-barred.

The legal and judicial deadlines for the performance of procedural ac�ons are also suspended.

C) All opera�ons of the administra�ve courts are suspended un�l 15 May 2020.

Excep�onally, (i) as of 6 May 2020, cases in which the li�ga�ng par�es have stated

that they do not wish to appear during the court hearing can be adjudicated. At the

same �me, the excep�ons provided for by virtue of previous Ministerial Decisions

remain in force for: (ii) requests for the issuance of interim injunc�ons, (iii) urgent

requests for provisional judicial protec�on and (iv) objec�ons may be permi�ed to

be lodged and adjudicated against a foreign deten�on order as well as appeals

against judicial decisions issued on the above objec�ons.

The legal and judicial deadlines for the execu�on of procedural ac�ons, as well as all

statutory limita�ons for relevant claims, are also suspended.

Finally,

D) Before the Council of State, all opera�ons are suspended un�l 15 May 2020. Excep�onally, as of 6 May 2020, cases in which

the li�ga�ng par�es have stated that they do not wish to appear during the court hearing, can be adjudicated, while the

excep�ons provided for by virtue of previous Ministerial Decisions remain in force. Depending on the outcome of the above

measures, opening up other opera�ons will be considered in the weeks to come. In accordance, with the government’s

announcement of 28 April 2020 however, courts are expected to resume full opera�ons on 1 June 2020, without excluding in the

mean�me the provision of more exemp�ons in rela�on to certain other procedures.
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Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.
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Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
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completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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