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BIO

JOHN IS A PARTNER IN THE ASSETS & STRUCTURED FINANCE GROUP.

John regularly represents financial institutions, private equity and other investment funds as well as foreign and domestic
owners and operators in the international shipping markets, with an emphasis on the negotiation and documentation of cross-

border asset-backed structured transactions and joint ventures.

John is admitted to practice law in New York and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and advises and issues opinions relating to

entities formed in the Marshall Islands and Liberia.

John is recognized as an Expert Based Abroad in Marshall Islands law by Chambers Global 2021 and as a leading asset finance
lawyer by legal directories Chambers USA, Legal 500 US and IFLR1000.

Chambers USA notes that he is “highly knowledgeable about shipping company legal requirements across multiple areas, such as
finance, asset sale and purchase, risk management and organization structure.” and Legal 500 quoting one client in saying “John
Benson truly understands our needs and mindset, and delivers resources across the firm to service us. He understands how we

think and is able to align accordingly but also push back if we, as clients, are missing a key point.”

EXPERIENCE

Advising a US private equity fund on the structuring and execution of the sale and leaseback of six vessels.
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Advising a private equity fund on the structuring and acquisition of multiple vessels and direct implementation of a newbuilding
program.

Advising a private equity fund on the acquisition, financing and commercial arrangements in respect of two containerships.

Advising an operating company in respect of debt restructuring.

Advising a private equity fund on the sale of assets acquired through bankruptcy proceedings.

EDUCATION MEMBERSHIPS &
ASSOCIATIONS

2002 - Villanova University School of Law, J.D.

1999 - Villanova University, B.D. Maritime Law Association of the United States
New York State Bar Association
Association of the Bar of the City of New York

Member of the Board of Directors of the Norwegian-

American Chamber of Commerce

INSIGHTS

PRESS WFW ADVISES DEKABANK ON US$94M SCORPIO TANKERS CREDIT FACILITY

www.wfw.com/press/wfw-advises-dekabank-on-us94m-scorpio-tankers-credit-facility/

PRESS WFW ADVISES PIRAEUS BANK ON LOAN PORTFOLIO ACQUISITION FROM HSBC

www.wfw.com/press/wfw-advises-piraeus-bank-on-loan-portfolio-acquisition-from-hsbc/

AWARD WFW ADVISES DEUTSCHE BANK ON STRUCTURED FINANCE DEAL OF THE YEAR
2022 TURKEY
www.wfw.com/awards/wfw-advises-deutsche-bank-on-structured-finance-deal-of-the-year-
2022-turkey/

ARTICLE RECENT AMENDMENTS TO LIBERIAN MARITIME LAW AND LIBERIAN MARITIME
REGULATIONS
www.wfw.com/articles/recent-amendments-to-liberian-maritime-law-and-liberian-
maritime-regulations/
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PRESS WFW ADVISES LENDERS ON THREE SUSTAINABILITY-LINKED LOAN FACILITIES
FOR ARDMORE

www.wfw.com/press/wfw-advises-lenders-on-three-sustainability-linked-loan-facilities-
for-ardmore/
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