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On 29 Februar y 2024, the European Commiss ion publ i shed a ca l l  for  proposals  under the

“Connect ing Europe Faci l i ty”  (“CEF”)  t ranspor t  funding programme to suppor t  the deployment  of

a l ternat ive fue ls  supply in f ras t ruc ture and contr ibu te  to  decarbonisa t ion a long Europe’s  mos t

impor tant  t ranspor t  ne twork ( the “TEN-T ne twork”) .  The programme is  c lose ly  t ied to  the new

regula tor y f ramework for  the t ranspor t  sec tor  in  the EU’s  “Fi t  for  55” package,  which se ts

ambi t ious  s tandards regarding the use of  a l ternat ive fue ls  and the deployment  of  adequate

in f ras t ruc ture (AFIR,  Fue lEU Mari t ime and ReFue lEU Avia t ion) .  Overa l l ,  the ca l l  for  proposals  under

the CEF programme provides a va luable funding oppor tuni ty  for  por t  operators  wi th in the TEN-T

network as  wel l  as  sh ipowners  suppor t ing the decarbonisa t ion process  and lower ing the cos t  o f

compl iance wi th  the s t r ic t  EU regula t ions.

The available budget for the funding is €1bn. There are three cut-off dates for

projects eligible for funding: 24 September 2024; 11 June 2025; and 17 December

2025. The co-funding rate amounts to up to 30% of the cost of works, vessels and

equipment. In certain circumstances, up to 70% of the costs are eligible.

PROJECTS  EL IG IBLE  FOR THE  FUNDING

The programme aims to facilitate the roll-out of alterna�ve fuels infrastructure,

par�cularly for mari�me and inland waterway transport. To that end, the call for

proposals covers a wide range of ac�vi�es in the infrastructure and transport sector

suppor�ng the decarbonisa�on process. New funding opportuni�es will be available,

for example, to onshore power supply (“OPS”), hydrogen refuelling sta�ons as well

as ammonia and methanol bunkering facili�es in ports. There are specific

requirements rela�ng to the loca�on of the infrastructure in respect of the TEN-T

network, as defined by the Regula�on (EU) 1315/2013 of 11 December 2013 on

Union guidelines for the development of the trans-European transport network

(“TEN-T Regula�on”) as applicable at the respec�ve cut-off date.
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The call also covers the construc�on of certain types of new vessels and refi�ng if it is demonstrated that an ini�al number of

vessels is needed to kick-start the use of the supported recharging/refuelling infrastructure. Moreover, specific ac�vi�es are

eligible as synerge�c elements, including both on-site electricity genera�on and on-site hydrogen produc�on based on

renewable energy sources as well as sustainable use of water resources, electricity grid connec�on and on-site electricity storage

equipment.

WHO CAN APPLY?

Eligible par�cipants are legal en��es (public or private) established in an EU member state (including overseas countries and

territories) or a third country associated with the CEF programme. Importantly, in general, the ac�vity must be supported by a

financing from an “Implemen�ng Partner” or another public or private financial ins�tu�on of at least 10% of the proposed

project cost duly approved by its governing body in line with its own rules, policies and procedures. Na�onal promo�onal banks,

the European Investment Bank (EIB) and the European Bank for Reconstruc�on and Development (EBRD) will be Implemen�ng

Partners and will facilitate these opera�ons.

THE  EVALUAT ION PROCESS AND FURTHER PROCEDURE

The relevant criteria for the assessment are priority and urgency, maturity, cataly�c effect, impact and quality. For the first cut-

off date, the evalua�on is scheduled for October–November 2024 with results being announced in January 2025. The selected

projects will be invited for grant prepara�on, at which �me they will be asked to prepare the Grant Agreement (“GA”) together

with the EU Project Officer. The GA will set the framework for the grant and its terms and condi�ons, in par�cular concerning

deliverables, repor�ng and payments as well as the grant parameters (the maximum grant amount, the funding rate and total

eligible costs). The GA signature is scheduled for May – June 2025. The project’s start date cannot be earlier than the applica�on

date and it should end within 39 months from the respec�ve cut-off date.

The grant will be a “budget-based actual cost grant” meaning that it will reimburse only eligible costs and those that were

actually incurred for the project (but not budgeted costs). The costs will be reimbursed at the funding rates fixed in the GA up to

a maximum of 30% of the cost of works, vessels and equipment or 70% in the case of outermost regions.
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WFW’s transport, energy, infrastructure and regulatory experts are available to provide further informa�on on the details of the

support scheme and to assist you with applica�on for the programme.

K E Y  C O N TA C T S

DR CHRIST IAN BAUER
PARTNER MUNICH

T: +49 89 237 086 123

cbauer@wfw.com

DR FEL IX  S IEBLER LL .M.
PARTNER GERMANY

T: +49 89 237 086 155

fsiebler@wfw.com

DR CHRIST IAN F INNERN
LL .M.
PARTNER HAMBURG

T: +49 40 800 084 414
M: +49 151 440 48 627

cfinnern@wfw.com

DR F.  MAXIMIL IAN
BOEMKE
PARTNER HAMBURG

T: +49 40 800 084 326

mboemke@wfw.com

DISCLAIMER

Watson Farley & Williams is a sector specialist interna�onal law firm with a focus on the energy, infrastructure and transport sectors. With offices in Athens,
Bangkok, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hanoi, Hong Kong, London, Madrid, Milan, Munich, New York, Paris, Rome, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo
our 700+ lawyers work as integrated teams to provide prac�cal, commercially focussed advice to our clients around the world.

All references to ‘Watson Farley & Williams’, ‘WFW’ and ‘the firm’ in this document mean Watson Farley & Williams LLP and/or its affiliated en��es. Any reference
to a ‘partner’ means a member of Watson Farley & Williams LLP, or a member, partner, employee or consultant with equivalent standing and qualifica�on in WFW
Affiliated En��es. A list of members of Watson Farley & Williams LLP and their professional qualifica�ons is open to inspec�on on request.

Watson Farley & Williams LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC312252. It is authorised and regulated by
the Solicitors Regula�on Authority and its members are solicitors or registered foreign lawyers.

The informa�on provided in this publica�on (the “Informa�on”) is for general and illustra�ve purposes only and it is not intended to provide advice whether that
advice is financial, legal, accoun�ng, tax or any other type of advice, and should not be relied upon in that regard. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure
that the Informa�on provided is accurate at the �me of publica�on, no representa�on or warranty, express or implied, is made as to the accuracy, �meliness,
completeness, validity or currency of the Informa�on and WFW assume no responsibility to you or any third party for the consequences of any errors or omissions.
To the maximum extent permi�ed by law, WFW shall not be liable for indirect or consequen�al loss or damage, including without limita�on any loss or damage
whatsoever arising from any use of this publica�on or the Informa�on.

This publica�on cons�tutes a�orney adver�sing.
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